
Sixth Grade Curriculum Highlights 
 

Reading:  Students will continue to fine-tune 
their reading strategies as they examine 
fictional literary elements such as setting, 
plot, character development, conflict, 
theme, mood, and author's craft.  Students 

will also be engrossed in nonfiction texts examining 
organizational patterns, central ideas, supporting 
details, and an author’s argument.  Additionally, 
students will participate in word work and vocabulary 
development. 

 

Writing:  Students will write various texts  
in three different genres:  narrative, 
informational, and argumentative.   
Within each of these genres, students will 

practice essential skills and then put it all together in a 
longer piece.  Additionally, students will study different 
components of grammar, conventions, and figurative 
language.   

 

Science:  Students will begin the year by 
investigating concepts of matter, energy, 
and forces.  Students will then transition to 
earth science, during which they will learn 

about geological time, natural disasters, rock types, 
and the rock cycle.  Finally, students will study life 
science. Students will learn about aspects of an 
ecosystem, such as abiotic/biotic factors, food chains, 
and symbiotic relationships.       

 

 Math:  Sixth graders are engaged in math 
instruction at two different times of the day.  
In the morning, students participate in 
ability-level math groups that cover our core 
curriculum and content standards.   

Units of study in Math Groups include ratios and unit 
rates, arithmetic operations, rational numbers, 
expressions and equations, and area and volume.   

Later in the day, students participate in a math class 
that we call “Math Lab”.  Math Lab time is used to 
review material taught previously, to complete Hands 
On Equations lessons, and to investigate math topics 
including statistics and operations with integers. 
 

Social Studies:  Sixth grade Social Studies is 
a study of Geography including the world in 
spatial terms, population and migration, 
culture, and the interaction between 
humans and their environment.   

A primary focus throughout the year will be growing as 
global citizens.  We seek to understand how the world 
works and develop an awareness of the struggles and 
strengths of a world wider than our own community. 
 

Other Highlights:  Vocabulary lessons will be included 
each week with a goal of improving students’ written 
and spoken language.  We will be committed to 
learning and practicing good manners throughout the 
year, and we will be studying current events with the 
help of CNN’s daily “Student News” broadcasts, too! 



	  

Our Sixth Grade Schedule 
Our primary goal as a teaching team is to meet the needs 
and challenge the talents of each of our students to the 
very best of our ability.  To support progress toward this 
ambitious goal, we have developed a schedule that is a 
little different from what your child has likely experienced 
in previous grades. 

First, we have divided the content areas between our two 
classrooms, which allows Mr. Huck and Mrs. Steele to 
each teach the content areas that are their strengths and 
passions.  Students will see Mr. Huck for reading, writing, 
and science, and students will see Mrs. Steele for math, 
social studies, and vocabulary. 

Second, we have structured our day so that students 
spend about half of their time on “teams” with peers of 
similar academic ability.  Students will be part of either the 
Green Team or the White Team, and their team 
placement will likely change as the year progresses and 
we encounter different units of study.  Groupings will be 
based on pretests given at the beginning of each unit. 

Sixth graders will spend the other half of their day in their 
homeroom groups.  Mixed-ability homeroom groups will 
rotate to science and social studies classes, and 
homeroom groups will be used when scheduling Art, PE, 
Music, Spanish, and STEM “specials”. 

Finally, we will utilize the support of an Intervention 
Specialist (likely Mrs. VanDyken) to support the academic 
needs of students who struggle.  While this support person 
may pull small groups from time to time, we also value a 
push-in, team-teaching model that supports student 
needs within the community of the general education 
classroom. 

	  

Meet Mrs. Steele...	  

	  
My name is Becky Steele and I am thrilled to be your child’s 
sixth grade math, vocabulary, and social studies teacher.   
I am a graduate of Grand Valley State University, where I 
earned a Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics Education and  
a Master’s degree in Special Education.  Prior to GVSU, I 
attended Jenison Public Schools.  In my opinion, this is the best 
district in the state.  I’m thrilled to be beginning my tenth year 
of teaching at Bursley! 

Outside of work, I enjoy spending time with my husband 
(Preston), daughter (Tessa Mae), family, friends, and pets.   
My hobbies include chasing toddlers, going for bike rides, 
camping, baking, relaxing by our pool, and endless home 
improvement projects. 

I have set two ambitious goals for our year ahead.  The first is to 
build a relationship with your child and your family.  I believe 
that these relationships will help us function as a team, focused 
on your child’s success and development of strong moral 
character.  My second goal is to help your child grow as a 
mathematical thinker.  Sixth grade mathematics is challenging, 
and the skills students develop in the year ahead will be their 
foundation for math success at the Junior High and beyond.  I 
hope to help your child grow in their math confidence and 
their ability to creatively problem solve.  I look forward to our 
time together!	  



	  

Meet Mr. Huck...	  

	  

My name is Brent Huck and I am excited to be your child's sixth 
grade reading, writing, and science teacher. I grew up in 
Riverview, MI and am a graduate of the University of Michigan.  
The 2015 – 2016 school year will be my tenth year as a teacher 
and my third year as a Wildcat!   

Outside of school, I enjoy spending time with my wife, Kim, our 
sons, Louis and Harrison, and our dog, Henson.  With two boys 
under three, each day brings a new adventure and I love it.  
There is never a dull moment!   

As an educator, I will work very hard to establish meaning 
relationships with your children.  This process will begin early in 
the school year and continue until our last day together.  In my 
opinion, these relationships are essential for learning to 
happen.   

In addition to establishing relationships, I will have high 
expectations for each child.  I will push them to advance their 
skills in each subject matter and to always put forth their best 
effort.   

Finally, I will tailor my instruction to the individual needs of each 
child.  Every student deserves to experience personal success 
and I will work tirelessly to make that happen.	  

 
Communication between home and school will be essential during 
the coming school year!  There are a number of ways to keep the 
lines of communication open.  These include… 
• Your child’s planner!  Your sixth grader will bring home a 

planner on a daily basis.  This is an important part of 
organization and responsibility.  Please take the time to 
review this with your child, as it highlights what was 
done in class, any homework that needs to be 
completed, and upcoming events. 

• The Friday Folder!  As in years past, your son/daughter 
will bring home a folder each Friday with important 
materials from the office and from our classrooms.  You 
should expect to see completed and corrected work 
from the week, our classroom newsletter or updates on 
curriculum (every-other week), and information about 
upcoming assignments or projects.  Please take the 
time each weekend to review this as a family! 

• Email!  We utilize email as a primary line of 
communication between our classrooms and your 
home.  During the first week of school we will ask for 
the best email address to contact your family.  We will 
use these to share positive feedback, important 
reminders, and to communicate missing or incomplete 
homework assignments.  Our email addresses are 
bhuck@jpsonline.org and bsteele@jpsonline.org. 

• Our Classroom Websites!  Our websites will be an 
important resource as we progress through our school 
year together.  Feel free to check them out! 

HuckSixthGrade.weebly.com 

SteeleSixthGrade.weebly.com



 

	  

	  
	  

	  

Mark Your Calendars! 

Tuesday, Sept. 15 
7:00 pm 

Bursley Sixth Grade will be hosting a 
Sixth Grade Curriculum Night during 
the second week of school instead of 
participating in Bursley’s traditional 
Open House before school begins. 

Monday, Oct. 19 
7:00 pm 

As you’ve probably heard, the Jenison 
sixth graders attend Sixth Grade Camp 
for four days and three nights.  Our 
Camp Parent Meeting is an important 
piece of the planning process for that 
exciting retreat.  Please plan to join us! 

Tuesday, Nov. 10 – 
Friday, Nov. 13 

(4 days, 3 nights) 

Bursley Sixth Grade Camp! 
YMCA Camp Pendalouan 

	  

Welcome to Sixth Grade, 
Bursley Students and Families! 

 

Sixth grade is going to be a memorable year, filled with exciting 
challenges and rewarding experiences. 

A primary focus for our year together will be growing in the 
areas of organization, responsibility, and moral character.  

Strategies to be successful in these areas, combined with high 
academic expectations, will (we believe) prepare your sixth 

grader for Junior High and beyond. 

It is our hope that this brochure will answer many of your 
questions about sixth grade, and will help you prepare for our 

year together.  We can hardly wait to get to know our new 
students and their families in the fall.  If you have any questions 

as the summer progresses, please keep in touch with us. 

 

Please Note:   
Sixth grade “homeroom” class lists will be available  

on our classroom websites by Thursday, June 11. 


